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SECTION : ‘A’ (READING)

1.
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions.


Although we cannot see it, taste it, or smell it, the air that surrounds the earth

is  vital for life.  It provides the  gases needed  for human, a animal and plant life.  Of  these gases, oxygen  makes up about 21 percent and nitrogen about 78 percent  of  the  volume of dry  air.  Other gases,  such  as argon, carbon dioxide,  hydrogen,  neon,  krypton  and  xenon, comprise  the remaining one percent. The amount of  water vapour and  its variation in amount and distribution  is  of great importance  
in  weather changes.  The atmosphere has no definite  upper  limits,  but  gradually thins until  it  becomes  imperceptible.  However,  the  atmosphere  has  three  well-defined layers.  The  layer of  air next  to the  earth,  which  extends upwards for about ten  miles,  is known as the troposphere.  Most of  the air and water vapour 

are in the troposphere. It  is the warmest part of the Atmosphere because most of the solar radiation is absorbed by the earth’s surface, which warms the air immediately surround- ing it.  The temperature decreases by about 11.20C for every 11.6km as one travels upwards through the troposphere.  Most of the features that govern our  weather,  including most clouds  and  wind systems,  occur in the tropo-sphere.  Strong  winds  moving  at  more  than 160  km/hour  located at  the upper levels of the troposphere.  These are known as jet streams and are important  to pilots of jet aircrafts who fly in this zone.

Q. 1
Why is the air that surrounds the earth vital for life?

Q. 2
For what is the amount of water vapour and its variation important?

Q. 3
What happens to the atmosphere as one moves upwards?

Q. 4
What are jet streams?
( 2 )
Q. 5 
Complete the following sentences:

a) Troposphere is the layer of air __________________.

b) Troposphere is the warmest part of the atmosphere 

because _________________________.

c) The temperature decreases by 11.20C for every 1.6 km as ____________.

d) Jet streams are important to _______________________.

2.
Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow :




Man ! I am your lifelong friend




When your ancestors were apes still




For protection on me did they depend




Plucked my beans and dug my roots




To same themselves from pangs of hunger




Thus they lived on my bark and fruits




My shades saved them from scorching sun




They burnt my wood to word off cold




None gave them such comfort and fun




If you keep losing your bone for me




Floods and storms shall rage wild




Blotting out all progress made by thee




The earth shall offer no sight to cherish




Groves and fields will turn into deserts



Homo sapiens are, thus doomed to perish.

Answer the following questions on the basis of the reading of the poem.

a)
Man’s ancestors were dependent on trees as they  i)__________________


and ii) ___________________________ from them.          
b)
In order to protect themselves from cold, our ancestors_________________.
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c)       If a man loses his bone for nature / trees, he will suffer in the following ways 

i) _________________________.

ii) _________________________.

d)
The following lines of the poem tell us that the tree is addressing to 


the man.

i) _________________________.

ii) _________________________.

3.
Read the given passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:
1. It has been rightly said that when a man is sitting behind a steering  wheel, 
his car becomes the extension of his personality.  There is No doubt that the motor-car often brings out a man’s very worst qualities.  People who are

normally quiet and pleasant may become unrecognisable when they are 

behind a steering wheel.  They swear, they are ill-mannered and aggressive,

willful as two year olds and utterly selfish.  All their hidden frustrations,

disappointments and jealousies seem to be brought to the surface by the act

of driving.

2. The surprising thing is that society smiles on the motorist and seems to condone his behaviour.  Everything is done for his convenience.  Cities
Are allowed to become almost uninhabitable because of heavy traffic;
towns are made ugly by huge car parks; the countryside is spoilt by road

networks; and the mass annual slaughter becomes nothing more than a 

statistic, to be conveniently forgotten.

3.
It is high time a world code was created to reduce this senseless waste  of


human life. With regard to driving, the laws of some countries are notoriously 

lax and even the strictest are not strict enough.  A code which was universally


accepted could only have a beneficial effect on the accident rate.  Here are a few


examples of some of the things that might be done.  The driver should be made


to take a test every three years or so; the age at which young people are allowed


to drive any vehicle should be raised to at least 21; all vehicles should be put 







( 4 )
through annual tests for safety.  Even the smallest amount of alcohol in the blood


can impair a persons driving ability.  Present drinking and driving laws (where

they exist) should be made much stricter.  Maximum and minimum speed limits

should be imposed on all roads.  Government should lay down safety specificatios

for manufacturers, as has been done  in the USA. All advertising stressing

power and performance should be banned.  These measures may sound harsh,

but surely nothing should be considered as too severe if it results in reducing

the annual toll of human life.  After all, the world is for human beings, not for

motor-cars.

Q.1
On the basis of your reading answer the following questions:

a)
Our society seems to condone the behaviour of motorists by _________________.

b)
If we have a universally accepted code of traffic rules________________________.
c)
Advertisements stressing power and performance should be banned as __________.

Q. 2
Answer the following questions:

a)
List two things that are done for the convenience of motorists.

b)
What is the effect of alcohol on a driver?

c)
Explain the line ‘his car  becomes as extension of his personality’.

d)
Why does the writer describe motorists as ‘wilful as two years-olds’?

e)
What does the phrase ‘notoriously lax’ mean?





 f)
What is the writer referring to when he uses terms such as ‘mass annual

slaughter’ and ‘annual toll of human life’?

Q. 3 
Find words in the passage which mean the following :

a)
Hot-tempered (para 1) ___________________

b)
Pardon (forgine) (para 2) _________________

c)
energy year (para 3) _____________________

         ( 5 )

SECTION : ‘B’ (WRITING)

Q. 1 
You are Ramesh, the Organizing Secretary of ‘The Ooty Flower Show’.  A


notice is to be circulated among the participants of the Flower Show informing


them about the different categories in which they can take part (Home Garden,


Institutional Garden etc.) A ‘Flower King and Queen’ competition for children


below the age of 10 will also be held.  Draft the notice is not more than 50 words.

Put the notice in the box.

Q. 2
Ashok Mathur of Class VIII ‘A’ has just passed his annual examination.  Two


of his books are in fairly good condition and he wants to sell them at reduced


prices.  He puts up a notice on the school notice board giving all the necessary


details.  Write this notice, using not more than 50 words.  Try to make the notice


catch people’s attention.

Q. 3
Imagine your room-mate has fallen from the stairs and fractured his leg. It is in


plasters now.  He shall take a week to recover.  Write a short postcard in your


answer sheet from the question paper.

Q.4
Tushan is a student of St. John’s School Delhi.  He has just returned to school


from a Trekking expedition organized by his school.  His uncle paid for the trip


and now Tushan wants to write to his uncle giving an account of his experience.


Using ideas from the unit of ‘Sports and Adventure’ as well as your ideas, write


a letter in about 150 words from Tushan to his uncle.

Q. 5
Imagine you have read some convincing accounts of U.F.O’s in your school library.

You feel to write an article on this aspect.  Write an article on the subject ‘Are we
being visited by E.Ts? in not more than 200 words.  You may take the ideas from

the unit ‘Mystery”.

Q. 6
Write a debate on the topic ‘T.V. viewing is harmful for children’ is not more 

than 150 words.
Q. 7
Even after more than 58 years of independence, we can hear and read the cases


of dowry deaths, killing of female foetuses,  withdrawing girl-students from


school, sex or gender discrimination.  Write a speech for the morning assembly


of your school on ‘Women are still discriminated against’ in not more than


200 words, basing it on these aspects of life given above.
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Q. 8
You were travelling from Riyadh to Jeddah in a bus.  Sometime during the night,


 one of your co-passengers stole your suitcase and got off the bus at some petrol


station.  You soon realized that you had lost your suitcase.  You reported the

matter to the Taif’s police.  You gave the police a description of the co-passenger


whom you suspected of being the laggage lifter.  Taking ideas from the unit

‘People’ write a description in not more than 150-200 words of the person as


You would give it to the police.

Q. 9
During your visit to any Indian state, you explored a mysterious place of historical


importance.  Now write a description of the place.  While writing the description


you may refer to the unit ‘Mystery’.

Q.10

	SivaKasi 30th August

  36 kids burnt  alive in a cracker manufacturing unit in ShivKasi.  Inspite of
  the Government’s ban on the employment of the children below 14 years,

  thousands of  poor children are working in unhygienic and threatening

  conditions.




Arooba read the above newspaper report and was disheartened at the pathetic condition
of the children working in these factories.  She then decides to write an article on ‘Child

Labour’ highlighting the problem as well as giving suggestions to eliminate this social

stigma from the Indian Society.  Write the article in about 200 words, using ideas from

the unit ‘Children’ along with your own ideas.
SECTION : ‘C’ (GRAMMAR)

Q. 1
In the passage given below, one word has been omitted in each line.  Write the

missing word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes


after against the correct blank number.  Underline the word that forms your


answer.
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a)
Cultivate adventurous spirit.  Always be ______________________________.

b)
prepared learn something new.  This is _______________________________.

c)
the way to manage resources.  Never get ______________________________.

d)
discouraged because you feel have more ______________________________.

f)
Skill and talents you have.  Remember ________________________________.

g)
good musician, dancer, actor or writer _________________________________.

h)
are countless hours study and practice _________________________________.

Q. 2
Look at the words and phrases given below.  Rearrange them to form meaningful


sentences.  Write the correct sentences.

a)
adding flavour/more/a commonly/than/cloues/used/could/do/your/food/adding

b)
should/cloues/we/part/an/diet/important/of/make/our

c)
not/this time/the election/decided/he/to contest
d)
instruction/carefully/read/follow/and/each/the/question

e)
doctor/patient/he/mad/going/was/that/told/the/thought/the/he

Q. 3
Read the newspaper headlines given below.  Use the information to complete the


News item below by filling in the gaps:

a)
SOLDIER KILLED IN BLAST


Dibrugarh, 26th Nov., 2006: A soldier ___________ and five others were seriously


Injured when the ULFA below up an Army vehicle in upper Assam’s Dibrugarh


District.

b)
India’s  9/11


On 26th of  November, 2008 there was _______________ terrorists in


Bombay ________________.
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c)
PWD ENGINEER KILLED



In U.P. a PWD engineer ___________________ mafia gang of Mayavati.
d)
WOMEN WILL DRIVE


RIYADH : Very soon _____________________ will be allowed to drive 


____________________.

Q. 4
Read the news item below.  Using the information, write the headline for it,


in not more than six words each.

a)
Headline : ______________________________________ 


About 200 people were killed and many injured during a recent terrorists attack


in Bombay at several places.  The nationalities of the terrorists have been


identified.

b)
Headline: ________________________________________


Some famous film stars have been found guilty of having link with the underworld


people.  The Bombay police is busy investigating the case to get evidence against


such people.

c)
Headline: _________________________________________


Domestic involence has become quite common once again in Delhi.  In two various


cases women were physically tortured and killed by their husbands.  Police suspects


it as dowry deaths.

d)
Headline: ___________________________________________


Due to the punishment given by a teacher, a student committed suicide in Patna.


Police is investigating the case.

Q. 5
Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows:

Student
 : 
Can I use a calculator in the Exam?

Teacher 
 :
No, you are not suppose to.
Student
 : 
But in every school calculator is allowed.

Teacher
 :
We follow the rules of our school
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Student 
  :
I think we need amendment in the rule.

The student asked the teacher a)____________________ in the exam.  The teacher

said that b)
____________________.  The student wanted to tell  c)________________

The teacher disagreed telling  d) _____________________.  The student finally said 

e) _________________________.

Q. 6
Below you can see a set of instructions for making lemon Juice.  Imagine that


you have completed the procedure.  Complete the following paragraph


reporting what you did.

---
Take water and sugar in a jug.

---
Stir it till the sugar dissolves.

---
Add the lemon juice and kewra essence and stir well.

---
Dilute the juice with water and serve chill adding ice-cubes.

A pint of water and 100 gm. Sugar  a) ______________ and stirred b) ________________

and ___________________ were added in it.  Then d) _________________ and stirred

well.  The juice e) ________________ chilled adding ice cubes.

Q. 7
Fill in the blanks using only one word in each blank

Exercise is  a) _________________ key to good health.  Most people think  b) _________

_______ they must go to fashionable gyms c) ____________ work out to remain fit and

healthy.  d) ________________ follow strict diet to keep a check on e) _______________

weight.  But in reality walking  f) _________________ yoga are the best ways to remain

fit and healthy.

Q. 8
The following passage has not been edited.  There is an error in each line.  Write


the incorrect word and the correct blank number.

In India the teachers has been accorded the

a)
highest importance.  India has been blessed of 

a) ___________________

b)
a long line of emineat teacher




b) ___________________
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c)
His teachings have not been




c) ___________________

d)
confined in the classrooms




d) ___________________

e)
and have been extended to the whole



e) ___________________

f)
world Dr. RadhaKrishnan stand out as



f) ___________________

g)
an excellent teacher.  He was a




g) ___________________

h)
first Indian to spreading Indian philosophy abroad.

h) ___________________

Q. 9
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate form of the words


Given in the box below.

	  Would                 may             can            could              might


Aala 

: 
a)  ________________  I request you to lend me your



Umbrella as it raining heavily.

Farheen
:
You’re welcome.  You  b)_____________ take it with you




c)__________________ you do a favours?

Aala

:
My pleasure.

Farheen
:
d)  _________________ you mind returning it by tomorrow




Morning.  It e)______________ rain still heavier as per the




Weather forcast.

Q. 10
 In the following sentences some words are missing.  Fill it with a

appropriate form of the words given in the brackets in your answer sheet.

       ( 11 )

Amir (a)________ (go)  to Bahrain last week.  He (b) ________ (stay) there

with his uncle.  But his uncle  (c) ___________ (leave)  for India before

be (d) __________ (reach).  There, however, his uncle’s servant  (e) ________

(entertain) him properly.

SECTION : ‘D’ (LITERATURE)

Q. 1
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow in one or


two lines only.

And Both that morning equally lay 

In leaves no step had trodden black

Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how many leads on to way,

I doubted if I should ever come back.

a)
What does ‘Both’  refer to?

b)
Explain – ‘In leaves no step had trodden black’.

c)
What made the poet doubt whether he ‘should ever come back’?

Q. 2
Read  the extract and answer the questions.



No nightingale did ever chant



More welcome notes to weary bands



Of travelers in some shady haunts



Among Arabian Sands:

a)
Whose songs are compared in these lines?

b)
Why are the travelers weary?

c)
Where does the nightingale sing?

d)
What is the Literary device used in this stanza?  Give examples.
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Q. 3
Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:



Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in quarrel,



Seeking the bubble reputation



Even in the Cannon’s mouth.

a)
Who is the person discussed?  How does man in this stage look like?

b)
Give two traits of his personality in this stage?

c)
Why is his reputation compared to a bubble?

d)
Which poetic device is used in these lines?

Q. 4
Read the following extract and answer the questions given below :



‘Till last by Philips farm  I flow



 To join the brimming  river,


  For men may come and men may go,



  But I go on for ever.

a)
Where does the brook join the river?

b)
What do you understand by ‘the brimming  river’?

c)
Which poetic device is used in the last two lines?

d)
What is the poet’s philosophy as expressed in these lines?

Q. 5
Read  the extract and answer the following.



‘O haste thee, haste!’ the lady cries,



‘Though tempests round us gather;



  I’ll meet the raging of the skies,



  But not an angry father’.

a)
Who is the lady?  Who is she talking to?

b)
Why does she prefer meeting the ‘raging skies’ to meeting her ‘angry father’?
c)
Why  has the word ‘haste’ been repeated in the first line?
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Q. 6
Read the extract given below and answer the following questions




‘Everything in the room spoke of a loss, of




An essence gone, of its soul and life departed.




John Perkins stood among the dead remains




with a queer feeling of desolation in his heart’.

a)
What was the essence that had been lost?

b)
Describe the ‘dead remains’ mentioned here.

c)
Was this ‘loss’ permanent?  Why?

d)
Point out the irony in this life.

Q. 7
Katy and John visit the Marriage Counsellor who gives them some advice.


Write out the advice she gives.
Q. 8
A single evening of glitter and excitement cost Marthilde Loisel years of


drudgery and despair.  As Madam Loisel write a letter to your friend telling


her of the grave results of pretence and hypocrisy? ( 100 – 150 words)

Q. 9
Identify any four characteristics of Mirabai which helped her withstand the


hostility she faced.  For each characteristic, give evidence from the play to

support your answer. ( 50 – 75 words )

Q. 10
In ‘ The Missing  Mail’ Ramanujam is worried for not getting a suitable match


for his daughter.  Why is it so?  Give four reasons. ( 50 – 75 words )

Q. 11
In ‘The Woman on Platform 8’, the woman in the white saree is contrasted with


Satish’s mother.  Mention some qualities which makes them different from


each other. ( 50 – 75 words  )

Q. 12
In ‘The Bishop’s Candlesticks’ the convict has a change of heart at the end.  What


Brings about this change.  Answer briefly in about 100 words.
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